SPIRITUAL GREY (GRAY) AREAS

What are some spiritual Gray areas?

Do you get sick of people telling you what to do?  Then tell yourself!

We need to learn to think for ourselves, have reasons for what we do or do not do.

PRINCIPLES TO DECIDE IF SOMETHING IS RIGHT

The Bible is a book of principle to be applied in love & Grace, not a book of laws to be manipulated & used to condemn people.

Jesus said in Jn 3:17 That He did not come to condemn the world, but that the world through Him would be saved.

He also had His harshest words for those who manipulated the letter of the law to use it for prideful self-glorification.

(Cf Mat 23, et al)

The Principle of Hindering Weight:


Heb 12:1, II Tim 2:4

Does it take the keenness off my effectiveness for Christ?

Does it weigh me down or tangle me up in the world?

The Principle of Enslaving Habit:


I Cor 6:12

Does it enslave me? Will it become something I can not live without? Who’s the boss: the habit or God?

The Principle of Bodily Harm:


I Cor 6:19 & 20, Rom 12:1, II Cor 7:1

Will it hurt my body, the temple of God?

The Principle of Clear Conscience: 


Rom 14:22, James 4:17, Rom 13:5

Does your conscience bother you, or did it when you first started doing it?

RE conscience, keep a balanced perspective in the grace of God.  Don’t let tradition, other people or false guilt be a tool of defeat in your life.

I Jn 3:20

The Principle of Displayed Glory: 


I Cor 10:31, II Cor 2:15 & 16

Does it give glory, positive attention to Christ?

The Principle of Undivided Love: 


I John 2:15, Rom 12:2

Does it draw me closer to God or closer to the world?

The Principle of Divine Blessing: 


Col 3:17

Can I ask God’s blessing on it?

Can I do it in God’s name?

The Principle of Mental Control: 


Phil 4:8, II Cor 10:5, II Cor 5:14

Does it drag me through the gutter mentally?

Does it detract me from centering my mind & thoughts on God?

The Principle of A Heavenly Mind: 


Col 3:2

Does it help me set my mind on heaven or root me more firmly here on earth?

The Principle of Brotherly Considerations:


Luke 17:1&2, Rom 15:1&2, Rom 14 esp 13,19,21, I Cor 8:9-13

Will it make a weaker Christian stumble?

Does it show love & consideration for others?

PRINCIPLES TO GUIDE US IN HOW TO DEAL WITH OUR DIFFERENCES

Rom 14:1  Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the purpose of passing judgment on his opinions.

There are some, if not most, areas of daily Christian practice labeled ‘opinion’ or grey areas.  These are areas where God has not given us clear ‘Thou shalt or thou shalt not’ commands. Jesus says that loving people is a clear command.  What type of songs to use to praise His name is not. Women’s role of support & submission is a clear principle taught from Genesis to Revelation.  What exactly they can or can not do in any particular place or time is not. One of the most difficult tests of Jn 13:35 (showing exemplary love as Christians) has proven to be these areas of opinion.  Churches have divided & wars have been fought because believers couldn’t agree & accept one another.

Another key truth taught in this verse is that we are not in the business of judging one another’s opinions.  Paul states it here in verse 1.  We are not just to accept people of weak faith so that we can more ‘perfectly’ lead them into all truth ie to our understanding & opinion on, as he label them, disputable matters. 

Romans 14:1

But him that is weak in faith receive ye, (yet) not for decision of scruples.


[Him that is weak] [ton  (grk 3588) asthenounta  (grk 770)]. See the notes at <1 Cor. 8:7-12; 9:22; Rom. 4:19>


 


[Receive ye] [proslambanesthe  (grk 4355)]. Present middle imperative (indirect), "take to yourselves."


 


[Yet not to doubtful disputations] [mee  (grk 3361) eis  (grk 1519) diakriseis  (grk 1253) dialogismoon  (grk 1261)]. "Not for decisions of opinions." Note [dia]  (grk 1223) (between, two or [duo]  (grk 1417)) in both words. Discriminations between doubts or hesitations. For [diakrisis]  (grk 1253), see <1 Cor. 12:10> and <Heb. 5:14> (only New Testament examples). For [dialogismos]  (grk 1261) see <Luke 2:35; 24:38; Phil 2:14>. The "strong" brother is not called upon to settle all the scruples of the "weak" brother. But each takes it on himself to do it.

(from Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament)

4 Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own master he stands or falls; and stand he will, for the Lord is able to make

        him stand.
 Let each man be fully convinced in his own mind.

10  But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God.

12  So then each one of us shall give account of himself to God.

13  Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this-- not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother's way.

19  So then let us pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another.

21  It is good not to eat meat or to drink wine, or to do anything by which your brother stumbles.

22  The faith which you have, have as your own conviction before God. Happy is he who does not condemn himself in what he approves.

23  But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith; and whatever is not from faith is sin.

15:1  Now we who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those without strength and not just please ourselves.

2  Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to his edification.
Wherefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God.

I Cor 8:1  Now concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge makes arrogant, but love edifies.
2  If anyone supposes that he knows anything, he has not yet known as he ought to know;

3  but if anyone loves God, he is known by Him.

9  But take care lest this liberty of yours somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.

10  For if someone sees you, who have knowledge, dining in an idol's temple, will not his conscience, if he is weak, be strengthened to eat things sacrificed to idols?

11  For through your knowledge he who is weak is ruined, the brother for whose sake Christ died.

12  And thus, by sinning against the brethren and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ.

13  Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, I will never eat meat again, that I might not cause my brother to stumble.

19  For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, that I might win the more.

20  And to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under the Law, as under the Law, though not being myself under the Law, that I might win those who are under the Law;

21  to those who are without law, as without law, though not being without the law of God but under the law of Christ, that I might win those who are without law.

22 To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak; I have become all things to all men, that I may by all means save some.

I Cor 11:23  All things are lawful, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful, but not all things edify.

24  Let no one seek his own good, but that of his neighbor.

25  Eat anything that is sold in the meat market, without asking questions for conscience' sake;

26  FOR THE EARTH IS THE LORD'S, AND ALL IT CONTAINS.

27  If one of the unbelievers invites you, and you wish to go, eat anything that is set before you, without asking questions for conscience' sake.

28 But if anyone should say to you, "This is meat sacrificed to idols," do not eat it, for the sake of the one who informed you, and for conscience' sake;

29 I mean not your own conscience, but the other man's; for why is my freedom judged by another's conscience?

30  If I partake with thankfulness, why am I slandered concerning that for which I give thanks?

31  Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

32  Give no offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God;

33 just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of the many, that they may be saved.

CF:Jn 21: Jesus teaches Peter to look @ Himself, not John

What issues are meat issues (gray areas)? And How can we apply these principles.

