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“The word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  There is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.”

Heb 4:12-13

Why should we have some understanding of how the Bible came to us?

A. Young children often think that milk comes in cartons from the grocery store. As they grow up they learn that milk comes from cows on the farm. Likewise many Christians have become so used to having Bibles that they have bought at a bookstore that they have almost no knowledge of where the present English translations of the Bible came from.

B. Understanding how the Bible came to us gives us a confident foundation for our faith in the reliability the Bible. Evidence presented in a criminal case must be shown to have been protected by a proper chain of custody from being tampered with. 

C. We will be able to answer to critics when they claim that the New Testament contains 200,000 errors. 

D. We will have some understanding of why the newer translations such as the NIV and NASV differ from the King James Versions at various points. 

How We Got Our Bible

The Bible is a collection of sixty-six books composed under inspiration of the Holy Spirit by many authors over almost 1500 years throughout the Middle East. Authors include adopted Egyptian nobility (Moses), a shepherd (David), a Babylonian official (Daniel), a tax collector (Matthew), a doctor (Luke), a philosopher/rabbi (Paul), and a fisherman (Peter). The Bible includes poetry, history, government records, prophecy, dialogue, parables, sermons, letters, and religious instructions. The Bible is written in three languages, Hebrew (Old Testament), Aramaic (part of Daniel), and Greek (New Testament). Despite this diversity, the Bible has been remarkably preserved, contains no contradictions, and is widely supported by history, archaeology, science, and philosophy.

 

· Important terms to remember:

· Autographs: Original texts were written by the author's hand or by a scribe under their personal supervision. 

· Manuscripts: Until Gutenberg printed the Latin Bible in 1456, Bibles were hand copied onto papyrus, parchment, and paper. 

· Translations: When the Bible is translated into a different language it is usually translated from the original Hebrew and Greek. However some translations in the past were derived from an earlier translation. For example the first English translation by John Wycliffe in 1380 was prepared from the Latin Vulgate. 

The following is a time line for the writings of the Old and New Testaments and their important translations.

Old Testament

How do we know the Bible has been kept in tact for over 2,000 years of copying? Before the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls our earliest Hebrew copy of the Old Testament was the Masoretic text dating around 800 A.D. The Dead Sea Scrolls date around the time of Jesus copied by the Qumran community, a Jewish sect living around the Dead Sea. We also have the Septuagint which is a Greek translation of the Old Testament dating in the second century B.C. When we compare these texts which have an 800-1000 years gap between them we are amazed that 95% of the texts are identical with only minor variations and a few discrepancies. 

· The following are brief snap shots of the beginning and ending of the Old Testament and the reasons for the first two translations of the Old Testament from Hebrew into Aramaic and Greek
· 1875 B.C. Abraham was called by God to the land of Canaan. 

· 1450 B.C. The exodus of the Children of Israel from Egypt. 

· Autographs

· 1450-1400 B.C. The traditional date for Moses' writing of Genesis-Deuteronomy written in Hebrew. 

· 586 B.C. Jerusalem was destroyed by the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar. The Jews were taken into captivity to Babylon. They remained in Babylon under the Medo-Persian Empire and there began to speak Aramaic. 

· 555-545 B.C. The Book of Daniel Chapters. 2:4 to 7:28 were written in Aramaic. 

· 425 B.C. Malachi, the last book of the Old Testament, was written in Hebrew. 

· 400 B.C. Ezra Chapters. 4:8 to 6:18; and 7:12-26 were written in Aramaic. 

Manuscripts

· The following is a list of the oldest Hebrew manuscripts of the Old Testament that are still in existence.

· The Dead Sea Scrolls: date from 200 B.C. - 70 A.D. and contain the entire book of Isaiah and portions of every other Old Testament book but Esther. 

· Geniza Fragments: portions the Old Testament in Hebrew and Aramaic, discovered in 1947 in an old synagogue in Cairo, Egypt, which date from about 400 A.D. 

· Ben Asher Manuscripts: five or six generations of this family made copies of the Old Testament using the Masoretic Hebrew text, from 700-950 A.D. The following are examples of the Hebrew Masoretic text-type. 

· Aleppo Codex: contains the complete Old Testament and is dated around 950 A.D. Unfortunately over one quarter of this Codex was destroyed in anti-Jewish riots in 1947. 

· Codex Leningradensis: The complete Old Testament in Hebrew copied by the last member of the Ben Asher family in A.D. 1008. 

Translations

· The Old Testament was translated very early into Aramaic and Greek.

· 400 B.C. The Old Testament began to be translated into Aramaic. This translation is called the Aramaic Targums. This translation helped the Jewish people, who began to speak Aramaic from the time of their captivity in Babylon, to understand the Old Testament in the language that they commonly spoke. In the first century Palestine of Jesus' day, Aramaic was still the commonly spoken language. For example maranatha: "Our Lord has come," 1 Corinthians 16:22 is an example of an Aramaic word that is used in the New Testament. 

· 250 B.C. The Old Testament was translated into Greek. This translation is know as the Septuagint. It is sometimes designated "LXX" (which is Roman numeral for "70") because it was believed that 70 to 72 translators worked to translate the Hebrew Old Testament in Greek. The Septuagint was often used by New Testament writers when they quoted from the Old Testament. The LXX was translation of the Old Testament that was used by the early Church.
1. The following is a list of the oldest Greek LXX translations of the Old Testament that are still in existence. 

· Chester Beatty Papyri: Contains nine Old Testament Books in the Greek Septuagint and dates between 100-400 A.D. 

· Codex Vaticanus and Codex Sinaiticus each contain almost the entire Old Testament of the Greek Septuagint and they both date around 350 A.D. 

The New Testament

	In considering the New Testament we have tens of thousands of manuscripts of the New Testament in part or in whole dating from the second century A.D. to the late fifteenth century when the printing press was invented. These manuscripts have been found in Egypt, Palestine, Syria, Turkey, Greece, and Italy, making collusion unlikely. The oldest manuscript, the John Rylands manuscript has been dated to 125 A.D. and was found in Egypt, some distance from where the New Testament was originally composed Asia Minor). Many early Christian papyri were discovered in 1935, which have been dated to 150 A.D., and include the four gospels. The Papyrus Bodmer II, discovered in 1956, has been dated to 200 A.D. and contains 14 chapters and portions of the last seven chapters of the gospel of John. The Chester Beatty biblical papyri, discovered in 1931, has been dated to 200-250 A.D. and contains the Gospels, Acts, Paul's Epistles, and Revelation. The number of manuscripts is extensive compared to other ancient historical writings, such as Caesar's "Gallic Wars" (10 Greek manuscripts, the earliest 950 years after the original), the "Annals" of Tacitus (2 manuscripts, the earliest 950 years after the original), Livy (20 manuscripts, the earliest 350 years after the original), and Plato (7 manuscripts).

Manuscript Evidence for Ancient Writings

	

	Author 
	Written 
	Earliest Copy 
	Time Span 
	# Mss. 


	Caesar
	100-44 B.C.
	900 A.D.
	1,000 yrs
	10


	Plato
	427-347 B.C.
	900 A.D.
	1,200 yrs
	7


	Thucydides
	460-400 B.C.
	900 A.D.
	1,300 yrs
	8


	Tacitus
	100 A.D.
	1100 A.D.
	1,000 yrs
	20


	Suetonius
	75-160 A.D.
	950 A.D.
	800 yrs
	8


	Homer (Iliad)
	900 B.C.
	400 B.C.
	500 yrs
	643


	New Testament
	40-100 A.D.
	125 A.D.
	25-50 yrs
	24,000



We also have thousands of early Christian writings and lexionaries which cite verses from the New Testament. In fact, we can actually put the entire New Testament together just from early Christian writings. For example, the Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians (dated 95 A.D.) cites verses from the Gospels, Acts, Romans, 1 Corinthians, Ephesians, Titus, Hebrews, and 1 Peter. The letters of Ignatius (dated 115 A.D.) were written to several churches in Asia Minor and cites verses from Matthew, John, Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus. These letters indicate that the entire New Testament was written in the first century A.D. In addition, there is internal evidence for a first century date for the writing of the New Testament. The book of Acts ends abruptly with Paul in prison, awaiting trial (Acts 28:30-31). It is likely that Luke wrote Acts during this time, before Paul finally appeared before Nero. This would be about 62-63 A.D., meaning that Acts and Luke were written within thirty years of ministry and death of Jesus. Another internal evidence is that there is no mention of the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. Although Matthew, Mark and Luke record Jesus' prophecy that the temple and city would be destroyed within that generation (Matthew 24:1-2,Mark 13:1-2, Luke 21:5-9,20-24,32) no New Testament book refers to this event as having happened. If they had been written after 70 A.D., it is likely that letters written after 70 A.D. would have mentioned fulfillment of Jesus' prophecy. As stated by Nelson Glueck, former president of the Jewish Theological Seminary in the Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati, and renowned Jewish archaeologist: "In my opinion, every book of the New Testament was written between the forties and eighties of the first century A.D."

With all of the massive manuscript evidence you would think we would have massive discrepancies - just the opposite is true. New Testament manuscripts agree in 99.5% of the text (compared to only 95% for the Iliad). Most of the discrepancies are in spelling and word order. A few words have been changed or added. There are two passages that are disputed but no discrepancy is of any doctrinal significance. Most Bibles include the options as footnotes when there are discrepancies. How could there be such accuracy over 1,400 years of copying? Two reasons: The scribes that did the copying had meticulous methods for checking their copies for errors. 2) The Holy Spirit made sure we would have an accurate copy of God's word so we would not be deceived. The Mormons, liberals as well as other cults and false religions such as Islam that claim the Bible has been tampered with are completely proven false by the extensive, historical manuscript evidence.

Autographs

45- 95 A.D. The New Testament was written in Greek. The Pauline Epistles, the Gospel of Mark, the Gospel of Luke, and the book of Acts are all dated from 45-63 A.D. The Gospel of John and the Revelation may have been written as late as 95 A.D.

Manuscripts

· There are over 5,600 early Greek Manuscripts of the New Testament that are still in existence. The oldest manuscripts were written on papyrus and the later manuscripts were written on leather called parchment.

· 125 A.D. The New Testament manuscript which dates most closely to the original autograph was copied around 125 A.D, within 35 years of the original. It is designated "p 52" and contains a small portion of John 18. (The "p" stands for papyrus.) 

· 200 A.D. Bodmer p 66 a papyrus manuscript which contains a large part of the Gospel of John. 

· 200 A.D. Chester Beatty Biblical papyrus p 46 contains the Pauline Epistles and Hebrews. 

· 225 A.D. Bodmer Papyrus p 75 contains the Gospels of Luke and John. 

· 250-300 A.D. Chester Beatty Biblical papyrus p 45 contains portions of the four Gospels and Acts. 

· 350 A.D. Codex Sinaiticus contains the entire New Testament and almost the entire Old Testament in Greek. It was discovered by a German scholar Tisendorf in 1856 at an Orthodox monastery at Mt. Sinai. 

· 350 A.D. Codex Vaticanus: {B} is an almost complete New Testament. It was cataloged as being in the Vatican Library since 1475. 

Translations

· Early translations of the New Testament can give important insight into the underlying Greek manuscripts from which they were translated from.

· 180 A.D. Early translations of the New Testament from Greek into Latin, Syriac, and Coptic versions began about 180 A.D. 

· 195 A.D. The name of the first translation of the Old and New Testaments into Latin was termed Old Latin, both Testaments having been translated from the Greek. Parts of the Old Latin were found in quotes by the church father Tertullian, who lived around 160-220 A.D. in north Africa and wrote treatises on theology. 

· 300 A.D. The Old Syriac was a translation of the New Testament from the Greek into Syriac. 

· 300 A.D. The Coptic Versions: Coptic was spoken in four dialects in Egypt. The Bible was translated into each of these four dialects. 

· 380 A.D. The Latin Vulgate was translated by St. Jerome. He translated into Latin the Old Testament from the Hebrew and the New Testament from Greek. The Latin Vulgate became the Bible of the Western Church until the Protestant Reformation in the 1500's. It continues to be the authoritative translation of the Roman Catholic Church to this day. The Protestant Reformation saw an increase in translations of the Bible into the common languages of the people. 

· Other early translations of the Bible were in Armenian, Georgian, and Ethiopic, Slavic, and Gothic. 

· 1380 A.D. The first English translation of the Bible was by John Wycliffe. He translated the Bible into English from the Latin Vulgate. This was a translation from a translation and not a translation from the original Hebrew and Greek. Wycliffe was forced to translate from the Latin Vulgate because he did not know Hebrew or Greek. 

The Advent of Printing

· Printing greatly aided the transmission of the biblical texts.
· 1456 A.D. Gutenberg produced the first printed Bible in Latin. Printing revolutionized the way books were made. From now on books could be published in great numbers and at a lower cost. 

· 1514 A.D. The Greek New Testament was printed for the first time by Erasmus. He based his Greek New Testament from only five Greek manuscripts, the oldest of which dated only as for back as the twelfth century. With minor revisions, Erasmus' Greek New Testament came to be know as the Textus Receptus or the "received texts." 

· 1522 A. D. Polyglot Bible was published. The Old Testament was in Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek, and Latin and the New Testament in Latin and Greek. Erasmus used the Polyglot to revise later editions of his New Testament. Tyndale made use of the Polyglot in his translation on the Old Testament into English which he did not complete because he was martyred in 1534. 

· 1611 A.D. The King James Version into English from the original Hebrew and Greek. The King James translators of the New Testament used the Textus Receptus as the basis for their translations. 

· 1968 A.D. The United Bible Societies 4th Edition of the Greek New Testament. This Greek New Testament made use of the oldest Greek manuscripts which date from 175 A.D. This was the Greek New Testament text from which the NASV and the NIV were translated. 

· 1971 A.D. The New American Standard Version (NASV) was published. It makes use of the wealth of much older Hebrew and Greek manuscripts now available that weren't available at the time of the translation of the KJV. Its wording and sentence structure closely follow the Greek in more of a word for word style. 

· 1983 A.D. The New International Version (NIV) was published. It also made use of the oldest manuscript evidence. It is more of a "thought-for-thought" translation and reads more easily than the NASV. 

· As an example of the contrast between word-for-word and thought-for-thought translations, notice below the translation of the Greek word "hagios-holy" 
NASV Hebrews 9:25. "...the high priest enters the holy place year by year with blood not his own."
NIV Hebrews 9:25. "...the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own." 

· The NIV supplies "understood" information about the Day of Atonement, namely that the high priest's duties took place in the compartment of the temple known specifically as the Most Holy Place. Note that the NASV simply says "holy place" reflecting the more literal translation of "hagios." 

The Integrity of the Manuscript Evidence

1. As with any ancient book transmitted through a number of handwritten manuscripts, the question naturally arises as to how confident can we be that we have anything resembling the autograph. Let us now look at what evidences we have for the integrity of the New Testament manuscripts.

A. Let us look at the number of manuscripts and how close they date to the autographs of the Bible as compared with other ancient writings of similar age. 

B. Tacitus, the Roman historian, wrote his Annals of Imperial Rome in about A.D. 116. Only one manuscript of his work remains. It was copied about 850 A.D. 

C. Josephus, a Jewish historian, wrote The Jewish War shortly after 70 A.D. There are nine manuscripts in Greek which date from 1000-1200 A.D. and one Latin translation from around 400 A.D. 

D. Homer's Iliad was written around 800 B.C. It was as important to ancient Greeks as the Bible was to the Hebrews. There are over 650 manuscripts remaining but they date from 200 to 300 A.D. which is over a thousand years after the Iliad was written. 

1. The Old Testament autographs were written 1450 - 400 B. C. 

2. The Dead Sea Scrolls date between 200 B.C. to 70 A. D and date within 300 years from when the last book of the Old Testament was written. 

3. Two almost complete Greek LXX translations of the Old Testament date about 350 A. D. 

4. The oldest complete Hebrew Old Testament dates about 950 A. D. 

5. Genesis-Deuteronomy were written over 1200 years before the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

E. Codex Vaticanus is an almost complete Greek translation of the Old Testament dating around 350 A.D. The Aleppo Codex is the oldest complete Old Testament manuscript in Hebrew and was copied around 950 A.D. The Dead Sea Scrolls date from within 200-300 years from the last book of the Old Testament. However since the five books of Moses were written about 1450- 1400 B.C. the Dead Sea Scrolls still come almost 1200 years after the first books of the Old Testament were written. 

1. The New Testament autographs were written between 45-95 A. D. 

2. There are 5,664 Greek manuscripts some dating as early as 125 A. D. and an complete New Testament that dates from 350 A. D. 

3. 8,000 to 10,000 Latin Vulgate manuscripts. 

4. 8,000 manuscripts in Ethiopic, Coptic, Slavic, Syriac, and Armenian. 

In addition, the complete New Testament could be reproduced form the quotes that were made from it by the early church fathers in their letters and sermons.

1. The New Testament is either telling the truth or is a carefully orchestrated lie? Are these the only alternatives?  

I. WHY THERE ARE ONLY TWO ALTERNATIVES
   A. THE WRITERS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT LEAVE US NO OTHER ALTERNATIVE!
2. As Paul explained in his letter to the Corinthians, either Jesus rose from the dead,

      or he and other "eyewitnesses" are in fact "false witnesses" - 1 Co 15:14-15
3. Peter, also, states that either the events (like the transfiguration) occurred as described by

       the "eyewitnesses", or they are "cunningly devised fables"! - 2 Pe 1:16-18
   B. WE CANNOT SAY THEY MIGHT HAVE BEEN SINCERELY DECEIVED!
      1. Especially in reference to the resurrection of Jesus

         a. They claim they ate and drank with Him afterwards - Acta 10:39-41
         b. They claim they saw and touched Him - 1 Jn 1:1-4
      2. They leave us NO ROOM for saying they were but MISTAKEN or DECEIVED!

         a. Some skeptics have tried to offer this as an alternative

         b. That perhaps in their grief and loss over the crucifixion of Jesus they "hallucinated"

             or saw grief-inspired "visions" of Jesus

         c. But "hallucinations" and "visions" are highly individualistic experiences

            1) One person might see the hallucination or vision

            2) But several or many people don't see the same vision at the same time!

         d. As outlined in the gospels and also 1 Co 15:4-8, the resurrection appearances of Jesus

             were often witnessed by many at the same time (over 500 on one occasion!)

So they leave us no choice; either the New Testament is a "Book Of  Truth," or it is a "Book of Lies."

1. Which is more logical, more rational, to believe?  To help us decide, consider...

II. THE IMPLICATIONS IF THE NEW TESTAMENT IS NOT TRUE
   A. THE NEW TESTAMENT IS A CAREFULLY ORCHESTRATED LIE!
2. We have seen the great accuracy they used in describing events, places, and people

       (as confirmed by archaeology) - Lk 2:1-5
      2. If the record of miracles and the resurrection is false, then they very carefully intertwined fact and fiction!

      -- IS IT REASONABLE TO BELIEVE THAT?

   B. THE AUTHORS SUFFERED EXTREME HARDSHIP FOR WHAT THEY KNEW WAS A LIE!
      1. Many people will lie if they can get something out of it (such as money, power)

      2. But what did the apostles get out of it? - cf. 1 Co 4:9-13
      3. What did Paul get for holding to his testimony? - cf. 2 Cor 11:24-29
      4. How do we know they really suffered this hardship?

         a. The fact that the letters of the New Testament were even saved!

         b. For example, consider the letters 1 & 2 Corinthians...

            1) These letters are filled with rebuke of the Corinthians

            2) The Corinthians would have every reason not to save these letters which exposed their faults

            3) The Corinthians had first hand knowledge as to whether the apostles and

                 Paul really suffered the hardship spoken of in their letters

            4) If they knew the accounts of such hardship to be false, they would have quickly destroyed these letters

                written by a liar who embarrassingly wrote about their problems!

      5. So especially the author of half the books of the New Testament (Paul) suffered extreme hardship for a lie,

          if the New Testament is not true

      -- IS IT LOGICAL TO BELIEVE THAT?

   C. THE AUTHORS WHO WERE MARTYRED KNEW THEY WERE DYING FOR A LIE!
      1. History and tradition record that:

         a. JAMES was stoned to death

         b. PAUL was beheaded

         c. PETER was crucified

      2. If the New Testament is a lie, they went to their deaths KNOWING they were dying for a lie!

      -- IS IT RATIONAL TO BELIEVE THAT?

   D. IN SUFFERING AND DYING FOR A LIE, THEY WENT AGAINST EVERYTHING THEY TAUGHT!
      1. "But let your 'yes' be 'yes', and your 'no' be 'no'." - JESUS (Mt 5:37)

      2. "Therefore, putting away lying, each one speak truth with his neighbor..." - PAUL (Ep 4:25)

      3. "Therefore, laying aside all malice, all guile, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking" - PETER (1 Pe 2:1)

      -- DOES IT MAKE SENSE TO BELIEVE THAT?

E. IN FACT, THE BOOK WITH THE WORLD'S HIGHEST STANDARD AND LOFTIEST GOALS WAS

    COMPOSED BY LIARS, FRAUDS, AND DECEIVERS!
      1. What book presents a higher standard of love and morality than the New Testament?

      2. For example, Jesus' "Sermon On The Mount" (Mt 5-7) and Paul's "Discourse On Love" (1 Co 13)

1.       -- CAN YOU BELIEVE IT?

CONCLUSION
2. This is what you MUST believe if you do not believe the New Testament when it speaks of the miracles

    and resurrection of Jesus Christ:

   a. It is a carefully orchestrated lie!

   b. The authors suffered extreme hardship for what they KNEW was a lie!

   c. Those authors who were martyred KNEW they were dying for a lie!

   d. In suffering and dying for a lie, they went against everything Jesus and they themselves taught!

   e. And somehow, these liars, frauds, and deceivers came up with a book containing the world's highest 

       standard morality and loftiest goals!

2. I am convinced that those who do not believe the New Testament are those who:

   a. Have never read the New Testament carefully

   b. Are not aware of the evidence which supports it as a historical document

   c. Have not considered the logical implications of simply regarding it as a mixture of fact and fiction!

3. But to those who will read it, I believe that they will find...

   a. That it has "the ring of truth" to it

a.    b. That it will produce the faith necessary to believe in Jesus (cf. Ro 10:17), and through such faith,

b.        find eternal life (cf. Jn 20:30-31)!

c. 4. There is a saying:  "You can lead a horse to water, but you can't make him drink."

d. What I have tried to do is remove any obstacles that might hinder anyone from drinking of

       "the water of life" (i.e., the New Testament)

e. But no one can present enough evidence to FORCE someone to read the New Testament

      if they are determined not to!

Have you read the New Testament?  Even more important, have you OBEYED the New Testament?

Do you know beyond the shadow of reasonable doubt that Jesus lived, died for your sins and lives today as the resurrected Son of God and that the Bible is the Word of God?
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  What effect does Faith have on my life!?!

How does your understanding of the inspiration and transmission of the Bible

change the way you study the Bible?

Have you been convicted by God’s Word to make changes in your life?  In your relationship to Him?

