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“These have been written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God

 and that believing you may have life in His name.” John 20:31

The Good News:

I. “Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain.

II. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,

III. And that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep, 
then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles;

IV. and last of all, as it were to one untimely born, He appeared to me also.”
1 Cor 15:1-8

V. The Life of Jesus
Did Jesus really live- is He a historical person?


The Historical Record:

WAS THERE EVER ANY QUESTION?

   A. THERE HAVE BEEN SKEPTICS WHO BELIEVED JESUS WAS JUST A "MYTH"...
      1. This concept was popular with some scholars of the 1800s'

      2. It is rarely found today, except among those...

         a. Who are ignorant of the facts

         b. Who purposely suppress the evidence (i.e., as in formerly communist-dominated countries)

What is different between the story of Jesus and myth?

   B. TODAY, NO SERIOUS HISTORIAN (EVEN ATHEISTS) DISPUTES THAT JESUS EXISTED...
      1. H. G. WELLS

         a. An atheist, he spoke of Jesus in his book, Outline Of History

         b. "...one is obliged to say, 'Here was a man.  This part of the tale could not have been invented.'"

      2. WILL DURANT

         a. Ex-professor of Philosophy of History at Columbia University

         b. He spent 2 chapters in ‘The Story Of Our Civilization’ depicting Jesus as a historical figure 

             right along with the Caesars

      3. ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA

         a. Used over 20,000 words to describe Jesus

         b. More than Aristotle, Cicero, Alexander, Julius Caesar, Buddha, Confucius, Mohammed, or Napoleon

[There appears to be sufficient evidence to have convinced these and others like them that Jesus actually lived.]

C. Some "PAGAN" SOURCES...

      1. THALLUS (a Samaritan historian, ca. 52 A.D.)

         a. Wrote giving a natural explanation for darkness which occurred at the crucifixion of Jesus

         b. Note carefully:

            1) He did not deny the existence of Jesus

            2) But only tried to explain away the strange circumstances surrounding His death

      2. LETTER OF MARA-SERAPION (written to his son, ca. 73 A.D.)

         a. He tells of the deaths of Socrates, Pythagoras, and of Jesus

         b. "What advantage did the Jews gain from executing their wise king?


           Nor did the wise king die for good; he lived on in the teaching which he had given."

      3. CORNELIUS TACITUS (Roman historian, ca. 112 A.D.)

         a. Writes of Jesus in his ANNALS

“Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called Christians by the populace.  Chritstus, from whom the name had it’s origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilot and a most mischievous superstition, thus checked for the moment, again broke out not only in Judea, the first soured of the evil, but even in Rome. . .  Accordingly, an arrest was first made of all who plead guilty: then, upon their information, an immense multitude was convicted, not so much of the crime of firing the city, as of hatred against mankind”

      4. PLINY THE YOUNGER

         a. Governor of Bithynia in Asia Minor, ca. 112 A.D.

1.          b. Wrote to the emperor Trajan about Christians and their devotion to Christ [CFC p. 83]

2. SEUTONIUS (Court official and annalist under Hadrian, 120 A.D.)

"As the Jews were making constant disturbance at the instigation of Chrestus, he expelled them from Rome."

         b. Luke makes reference to this same expulsion in Acts 18:1-2

   B. Some "JEWISH" SOURCES...
      1. THE TALMUD

         a. 2 separate books dealing with Jewish law, written during the period from 100-500 A.D.

         b. Speaks frequently of Jesus of Nazareth...

            1) In unfriendly terms, of course

            2) Never dispute Him as a historical figure, Nor deny His miracles, just disput their source.

Discuss the ACID Test

      2. FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS

         a. A Jewish general turned Roman historian, born 37 A.D.

         b. Makes several references to Jesus in his History Of The Jews

         c. RE Ananias the high priest "He convened a meeting of the Sanhedrin and brought them

             a man named James, the brother of Jesus, who was called the Christ . . .”

“About this time lived Jesus, a wise man(, if indeed one ought to call him a man).  For he was one who wrought surprising feats (and was a teacher of such people as accept the truth gladly.)  He won over many Jews and many of the Greeks.  (He was the Christ.)  When Pilate, upon hearing him accused by men of the highest standing among us, had condemned him to be crucified, those who had in the first place come to love him did not give up their affection for him.  (On the third day, he appeared to them restored to life, for the prophets of God had prophesied these and countless other marvelous things about him.)  And the tribe of Christians, so called after him has still to this day not disappeared.”

(Bracketed text was probably added later)

Such is the evidence that must be taken into account by any intelligent and rational person.

But what are the implications of such evidence?

If so, what kind of person was he?  What were His claims about Himself and what did those closest believe about Him?

John 20:30 & 31- Signs & Son of God

John 8:58 & 59

Liar, Lunatic or Lord . . .

“Then He said to Thomas, "Reach here your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand, and put it into My side; and be not unbelieving, but believing."

Thomas answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!"

Jesus said to him, "Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed."

           John 20:27-29
Do you know beyond the shadow of reasonable doubt that Jesus lived, died for your sins and lives today as the resurrected Son of God?
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  What effect does Christ have on my life!?!

THE IMPLICATIONS OF HISTORICAL  EVIDENCE
1.    A. WHAT IT PROVIDES
2. It provides a solid basis upon which one can intelligently believe in Jesus

3.       as a person who actually existed in history

4. It exposes the shallow thinking of any who would try to mark off Jesus as a myth

5. It requires everyone to give some sort of answer to the question posed by Jesus Himself: 

"But who do you say that I am?" - Mt 16:15

"I said therefore to you, that you shall die in your sins; for unless you believe that I AM, you shall die in your sins." 














John 8:24

“Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.’ “

John 14:6

"If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.

Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.

For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost, to see if he has enough to complete it?  Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation, and is not able to finish, all who observe it begin to ridicule him, saying, 'This man began to build and was not able to finish.'

Or what king, when he sets out to meet another king in battle, will not first sit down and take counsel whether he is strong enough with ten thousand {men} to encounter the one coming against him with twenty thousand?

Or else, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks terms of peace.

So therefore, no one of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions.”

Luke 14:26-33

